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DOCTRINE AND THEOLOGY

“Your Belief System Determines Your Behavior System!”

Scripture:  II Timothy 2:1-2, 15; 3:14-17
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Introduction

Why study doctrines and theology of the Christian faith?

· Theology is our study and understanding of God.

· Doctrines are those particular tenets or beliefs that are accepted as 

true within the Christian faith and/or a church.

· Dogma is a system of doctrines maintained by a religious body as true 

and necessary of belief.

We Christians must know what we believe!  Our beliefs as Christians must have a source or a basis; otherwise, our faith is merely a matter of feelings or individual assumptions.  Today, the prevalent attitude is that all ‘truth is relative’—each person must determine what is true for “him/her”.  That is not an option for Christianity.  To be a Christian is to respond to ‘the truth’ as revealed and given by the living God.  Therefore, we Christians must know what we believe and why we believe it.

But is this really important?  Isn’t the study of God and doctrines of the Christian faith rather irrelevant in ‘real’ life?  These questions are attitudes that must be challenged.  You see, “your belief system determines your behavior system!” You will act on and respond to what you believe is true and right.

Our choices and actions are shaped by what we believe is real and true, right and wrong, good and beautiful.  Our choices are shaped by our perspective of how we view life, the world, purpose, meaning, etc, which is our “world view”.  Our world view is the sum total of our beliefs, assumptions, and hopes about the world we live in.  It’s that big picture that directs our daily decision and actions.  

Therefore, our major task in life is to discover what is true and to live in step with that truth.  Every world view can be analyzed by the way it answers these three basic questions:

· Where did we come from, and who are we?

· What has gone wrong with the world?

· What can we do to fix it?

How do we answer them?  Are human beings created by God in His image or are we the product of evolution’s survival of the fittest?  In dealing with suffering and evil, is the solution to be found in psychology, education and politics, or in dealing with sin and alienation from God?  How we answer the first two questions will determine how we will try to fix the problem.  Do we focus on naturalistic solutions or will it be spiritual?
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   Notes
As Christians we must understand God’s plan for us beyond personal salvation.  Genuine Christianity is more than a relationship with Jesus, as expressed in personal devotions, church attendance, Bible study, and works of charity.  It is more than believing a system of doctrines about God.  Genuine Christianity is bringing a way of seeing and comprehending all reality (perspective) into a behavior, actions, lifestyle, goals, priorities that can change the world.

















We will approach our study of theology and doctrines from the perspective that Christianity is truth given by God to enable us to make sense of the world we live in and to understand how to live in a way that God designed us to live. 

If we want to live healthy, meaningful, well-balanced lives, we had better know the laws and ordinances by which God has structured creation.  So, what it boils down to is:  what is truth?  By what perspective or world view do we live as Christians?  What is the basis for that? How does it impact the way we live?

The basis for the Christian world view, of course, is God’s revelation in Scripture.  Therefore, this is where we must start.
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Notes
I.  THE DOCTRINE OF SCRIPTURE
   
 “Is there a God?  If there is, what is He like?  How can I know Him?  What does He expect of me?”  These are questions we all have wrestled with at some time in our lives.  As Christians we need to know not only what we believe, but also why we believe it.

I. Revelation:    “How can I know there is a God and what He’s like?” 

Some people believe in God, while others do not.  But can we be sure that what we believe is correct?  Isn’t our idea about God on the same footing as other religions?  How can we say:  “We are right while other religions are wrong?”

A. Three Possibilities:  What’s the Difference?

· I believe in a God?
· I believe in God.
· I believe God.
B. The Importance of “Self-Disclosure” (Revelation)

“The only way one person can know another person is if he reveals himself.”
C. So, How has God revealed Himself?

·  Through Nature

Psa. 19:1-2, 4; Rom. 1:18-21  Design, order, irreducible, complexity, interdependence.
·   Historical Events 

History of Israel, prophecy, coming of Christ, 
Spread of the church
·   Human Intuition – Eccl:3:11

Throughout history there is evidence of a religious

Nature in all people
·   Direct Communication – Heb. 1:1-4; II Pet. 1:16-21

God spoke through dreams, angels, prophets – ultimately

Through Christ.  The record of these encounters is the Bible
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Notes
II.   
Inspiration:  “How can I be sure that the Bible is God’s Word?  


Those who acknowledge special revelation hold that human language plays an important part in it.  Formerly, prophets and apostles spoke for God.  Today, the Bible conveys His good news.  As Christians we claim the Bible to be inspired—but in what way, and with what results?  How could finite, sinful men state in human language, the undistorted truth of God?

The Definition of Inspiration:  (I Tim. 3:16, 17, II Peter 1:19-21) God’s influence on human authors as they wrote Scripture without error.
B.  The Theories of Inspiration:

· Written by men of great promise.

· Dictated by God or 
· Inspired by God yet contains many errors.

· Verbal/plenary:  The full extent of the Bible was given to human authors by the Holy Spirit.

C.  The Testimony of Scripture Writers (Gal. 3:16)


Authority and Interpretation:  “How can I be confident in what it says?”

It follows from the fact that if the Bible records God’s saving acts then it is a book which has authority.  It is this book which directs humanity to the way in which God would have them go.

A.
The History and Accuracy of the Bible:  Archeology

· The history of the Bible as it was written in different languages.

· Hebrew
· Greek
· Latin
· English
· The accuracy of the Bible:

· Historical findings:  Archeology.

· Recent Discoveries:  Dead Sea scrolls, tablets of Ebla written over 1600 years by some 40 different authors yet is held together by a single thread.
· The completeness of the Bible. 
· The Bible “problems”.

B. The Interpretation of the Bible: Hermeneutics.  (Rules for interpretation)
· The principles of interpretation: We must follow some rules.

· Begin by understanding the text grammatically and historically.

· See how it fits in with the wider, immediate context of the book.

· Always be certain that your interpretation is in harmony with the whole Bible.
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Notes
· Handling Doctrinal Difficulties and Differences

· Find out what they are….honest question or rumor.

· Why are they asked?  Smoke screen or honest doubt.

· Take the time to find answers. 

Canonicity/Canonization: “Why do we accept certain books in the Bible and not others?”
Reading the various literature written during the periods of the Old and New Testaments, we recognize that certain material was accepted as inspired and authoritative, while others were not.  The term canon or canonization speaks to the process and the criteria used to determine which books were to be included and regarded as the Word of God.


A.  Some Fundamental considerations

· The Bible is self authenticating and church councils have only recognized the authority inherent in the books themselves.

· God guided the council so that the canon was recognized.

B. The Process of Canonization of the Old Testament.

· The three-fold division:

THE TORAH/LAW

THE NEBIIM OR PROPHETS
THE KETHUBIM OR 








WRITINGS

Genesis


Former Prophets


A.  Poetry

Exodus



1. Joshua




1. Psalms

Leviticus


2. Judges




2. Proverbs

Numbers


3. I-II Samuel




3. Job

Deuteronomy 


4. I-II Kings



B.  The 5 Scrolls Read on Annual Festivals





Latter Prophets



1. Song of Solomon – Passover





1.  Isaiah




2. Ruth – Pentecost





2. Jeremiah




3. Lamentation – the 9th AD when 











    Jeremiah was destroyed





3. Ezekiel




4. Ecclesiastes – Tabernacles





4. The Twelve




5. Esther – Purim

 C.   Daniel
 D.    Ezra, Nehemiah,       Chronicles
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Notes
· The historical process:







It appears there was a gradual process in the covenant community whereby the first writings viewed as scriptures was the Torah (Joshua 1:8).  Then, as time went on, scripture was viewed as the Law of Prophets.  Certain prophetic books were accepted as God’s Word.  Finally, in 90 AD at the council of Jamina, a Jewish Synod, the Old Testament Canon was closed.  It excluded the Apocrypha.

· The Church’s criteria: For selection of the Old Testament.

· Was it authoritative:  Did Christ and disciples refer to it?
· Was it prophetic: Did it point to Christ?
· Was it authentic: Was it historically correct?
· Was it dynamic: Are lives impacted and changed?
· Was it received, collected, read, used: Was it accepted by the people of God?
C. The Process of Canonization of the New Testament
· Historical factors:

· As the eyewitness apostles died off the church began to rely more heavily on the written word.

· Men such as Marcion began to collect these writings, but accepted some and not others.  Because of his influence he created tension in the church.  The early church needed to be able to differentiate as to which documents were sacred.

· The criteria for selection: 

· Apostolic - was the book written by an apostle?

· Content - was it of sufficient spiritual character?

· Universality - was it widely accepted by the church?

· Inspiration - did it give internal evidence of inspiration by the Holy Spirit?

· The formation of the New Testament Canon:

· The period of the Apostles.  The writers claimed authority for their writings (I Thess. 5:37, Col. 4:16)

· The post apostolic period.  All New Testament books were recognized except Hebrews, II Peter, II and III John and Revelation.

· The Council of Carthage, 397 AD.  All the 27 Canonical New Testament books were listed.  The book of Revelation was the last to be accepted.

Conclusion

You do not need to apologize for or doubt the Bible.  Even though it has been scrutinized, critically examined and even ridiculed, yet it continues to stand.  Archeological discoveries support the Bible’s historicity and the changed lives of people are a testimony to the authenticity of its message.  If the Bible is accused of being unreliable, then all literature of antiquity must be discarded because the reliability of Scripture is based on all literary historicity techniques available today.

Resource Book:  “Evidence that Demands a Verdict” – Josh McDowell

